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Turn in Color Run pledge forms (no money yet)
Color Run in the morning- See page 5 (volunteers needed with approved background check)
McKinley Garden Work Party 1:00—4:00 PM
Turn in Color Run pledge money
PTC Meeting, See page 4
NO SCHOOL, Inservice Day
Kindergarten Field Trip to Pumpkin Patch
Picture Retake Day
1st Grade Book Mobile Visit
NO SCHOOL, Grading Day
PTC Family Eat Out at Mod Pizza, See page 6
PTC Meeting
NO SCHOOL, Conference Days
NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break
Scholastic Book Fair in the Library
Kindergarten and Grades 1 & 2 Musical, Hansel & Gretal Eat Right @ McKinley
Pajama Day at School
PTC Movie Night—6:30 “Aladdin”
7 PM Grades 3, 4 &5 Winter Concert @ Morningstar Church

McKinley School Hours

School at McKinley starts at 9:00 a.m. and dismisses at 3:15 p.m. every day.
Doors open to students: 8:45 a.m.
School starts:
9:00 a.m.
Grades K-5 dismissal: 3:15 p.m.
Office hours are 8:00 – 4:30 p.m.
**Reminder: School starts at 9:00 a.m., and the building opens to students at 8:45 a.m. Please do
not drop your children off before 8:45. Breakfast students may arrive at 8:30.
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Counselor’s Corner
Dear McKinley Families,
I am so excited to start a new school year! With a new year and so
many new students I thought I would take some time to introduce
myself. I graduated Western Oregon University in 2012 with a
bachelors of arts in American Sign Language Studies. I then went on to get my Master of Science
in Counseling in 2014. I have been the full time McKinley school counselor for the last five years
and have really enjoyed getting to know our families and students through the years. One of my
favorite parts is seeing younger siblings finally be old enough to start Kindergarten at McKinley.
My favorite parts of the school year are; college and career day, assemblies, fun run, and teaching
about the character traits of the month.
This year we have many fun Social Emotional Learning things planned. With that, I will be
teaching classroom guidance lessons every other week in all our grades, kindergarten through
5th grade. The topics for the next few months are friendship in September and respect in October.
Ask your child about the first four Toolbox tools. We have been working very hard learning about
the breathing tool, quiet safe space tool, listening tool, and personal space tool.
How to connect? Please feel free to call or email me. We can also set up a time to meet.
Thank you,
Megan Miranda, M.S.
503-399-3167
miranda_megan@Salkeiz.k12.or.us

Service Opportunities at McKinley
Are you looking for an area to serve? Or do you need to meet any service hours
requirements? We are in need of someone to update our Reader Board every few
weeks. Please contact the office @ 503-399-3167 to inquire.
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5th – Purple, 4th – Blue, 3rd - Orange, 2nd - Green, 1st - Yellow, K – red

Wear Your Grade Level Color!
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Friday, October 4th 2019
October 2nd—Turn in pledge forms
October 7th—Turn in pledge money
LEGO Mini-Figures and Gift
Certificates to On Any Sundae,
Get Air, CreativiTEE, Young At Art,
& Dominoes Pizza

PLUS Whole Building Prizes:
$2500—Crazy Hat or Hair Day ~ $5000—PE Choice Day
$10,000—Blow Up Obstacle Course

Earn Multiple Raffle Tickets
Kids get 1 raffle ticket for
1) Running, 2) Wearing the Class
Color, 3) Returning the Pledge
Envelope, 4) Bringing in Any
Amount of Pledge Money,
5) Bringing in $50 or more of
Pledge Money, and 6) Bringing
Volunteers to Help at the Event
McKinley Messages
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McKinley School Garden News
We welcome the McKinley community to the 10th year of the
school garden!
We invite you to be involved with this special element of
McKinley Elementary. There are many different ways you can
participate, both during and outside of school hours.
School day opportuni es:
Thursdays - Garden Recess Club - students can choose to spend
time helping a garden committee member with projects during
lunch recess
Class projects - students work on curriculum related garden activities with a garden committee member in small groups
Evening and weekend opportuni es:
Monthly weekend work parties - usually the first Sunday of the month
Garden fundraiser dinners - organizing and cooking for all school meals that support garden
programs
Clean hands jobs - communications, grant writing and volunteer organizing
Questions? Call or text Thad Klocksieben at 503-507-0220 or Rebekah Rigsby at
503-930-3737
First Weekend Work Party - October 6th - 1:00-4:00
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Safety First, Fashion Second! PE is ACTIVE
Wearing the correct shoes can positively impact a student’s safety and
success during PE activities. Shoes like boots, sandals, slips-ons, even
dress shoes can get in the way with activities like running, jumping, and
stopping. It is important for students to wear proper footwear (tennis
shoes, running shoes, sneakers) in order to participate safely in class activities. Your support for student safety and active participation is appreciated.

Get Ac ve, Mountain Lions!
The American Heart Associa on recommends children par cipate in 60
minutes of moderate to vigorous ac vity daily. McKinley students
accomplish part of this ac vity recommenda on at school through
par cipa on in PE class and recess (depending on student’s recess
ac vity level).
Mountain Lions, how are you ac ve away from school? Walking, bike riding,
swimming, hiking, playing a sport, jumping rope, or karate are just a few of the many
ways you can be ac ve. What is your favorite movement ac vity? Bring in a picture of
you being physically ac ve or email a picture to Mckinley_PE@salkeiz.k12.or.us.
Pictures will be displayed on the Ac ve Mountain Lions wall in the gym.

Background Checks for Visitors and Volunteers
All volunteers need a current background check on file with the school
district. Also, any visitors during the school day to the lunchroom,
classrooms or any activity need a current background check on file as
well. Please visit the Salem Keizer School District website and click on
“volunteer” to submit an online background check. It takes a least 2 weeks
for approval, so please submit yours ASAP if you plan to help with Fun Run,
fieldtrips, eat lunch with your student or help in the classroom. https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/
volunteering/
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Lost Clothing: You Can Help

Parents, please consider writing your children’s names inside their
sweaters and jackets. We collect unlabeled coats from the playground
after recess on these cool fall days, and don’t know who they belong to!
Help us support you by labeling your child’s clothing.

Also, we will be donating all Lost and Found Clothing after Fall Conferences in November,
after Spring Break in March and at the end of the school year. Be sure to check Lost and Found
often if you are missing something.

We Need…..

Adult Crossing Guards

McKinley is still in need of two crossing guards: one AM/PM and one afternoon-only
crossing guard. These are paid positions, 30-minute shifts before school 8:30-9:00
am, and after school 3:15-3:45 pm.If you know someone who is kind, reliable,
safetyminded and good with kids, please send them our way! For instructions on how
to apply, please call Jennifer Denny, Office Manager at McKinley Elementary School, or send
an email to Denny_Jennifer@salkeiz.k12.or.us.

3 Back to School Tips
1. Teach the Importance of Washing Hands
One of the best ways to prevent the spread of germs at school is to teach your
kids just how important it is to wash their hands throughout the day. Let them
know that it’s especially important to wash their hands:
 Before eating
 After sneezing or coughing
 After playing outside or with toys, which can harbor bacteria
2. Get Back Into a Regular Bedtime Routine
The National Sleep Foundation recommends that kids between the ages of 6 and 13 get nine
to 11 hours of sleep, so plan your child’s bedtime to account for earlier mornings. Getting a
good night’s sleep is crucial to your child’s health and ability to learn and play at school.
3. Plan a Visit to Your Family Doctor
Make sure your child is up-to-date on any immunizations and get flu vaccine
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Retake Day, October 30th

If you missed the September 20th Picture Day or need a retake, our photographer
will be back on October 30th at 9:00 a.m. If you are having retakes, please send the
original photos and packet to school on this day. Images will also be available online
to order direct from the photographer through June 2019.

BoxTops for Education

The BoxTop program has changed. Check out their
website for the new, non-clipping way to collect BoxTops. Thank you for supporting McKinley!

h ps://www.boxtops4educa on.com/

Halloween Costumes

In an effort to minimize disruptions and maximize our education hours, we ask
that students not wear Halloween costumes to school. We know that some families celebrate Halloween; others choose not to for many reasons. We make these
kinds of decisions based on inclusiveness for our school community, and whether they support our educational mission.

Please save costumes for your home celebrations. Thanks for your understanding and continuing support.
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Bus? Walking? SCDC? Parent Pick up?
ALWAYS no fy school oﬃce staﬀ about any changes to your
student’s a er school transporta on arrangements.

Reminders About Traffic Around Our School
It’s a new school year and a good time to share a few reminders about traffic
around the school.
Students, parents, buses, staff and school neighbors all share the same travel routes
through the neighborhood to and from the school. Peak travel times can create congestion and increase the need for safe and courteous travel practices.
Here are a few ways parents can help us create a safe, respectful and positive environment when
driving near the school:
-Please drive slowly. Remember, the speed limit in a school zone when lights are flashing
is 20 miles per hour.
-Please don’t park in neighbors’ driveways at any time, even if the driveway is open.
-Don’t block streets, do not stop in intersections or crosswalks, and please obey crossing
guards’ instructions.
-Please do not park in front of school where there is no parking. Please remain at the wheel
and keep this open for safe student drop off.
-Remind walkers and bike riders to cross at crosswalks with crossing guards if available.
-Remind children to stop and look both ways before crossing streets, and to respect
neighbors’ property – for example, don’t make shortcuts through neighbors’ yards.
-When lining up to pick-up or drop-off students, leave at least three feet of space between
your car and the nearest driveway opening.
-Avoid lining up early for pick-up or drop-off to help minimize congestion.
-Don’t drive or park in bus lanes, even if no buses are present.
-Please be courteous and friendly. Our neighbors, crossing guards, staff and other
parents appreciate a friendly wave, a smile or a “thank you.”
We’re looking forward to a safe, fun and productive school year!
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2019-20 OBOB
Thanks to our McKinley PTC and our faithful volunteers, we will have Ba le of Books Ba les
star ng a er the ﬁrst of the year for grades 3‐5. Now’s the me to start reading the books and
forming your teams. Look for more informa on this winter. Contact Becky Tei for details or to
volunteer. Becky Tei’s email: laidiebug@gmail.com
The Oregon Ba le of the Books (OBOB) is a statewide voluntary reading mo va on and
comprehension program sponsored by the Oregon Associa on of School Libraries in conjunc on
with a Library Services and Technology Act grant. Students in 3rd‐12th grade, regardless of ability, are
exposed to quality literature represen ng a variety of literary styles and viewpoints.
OBOB’s mission is to encourage and recognize students who enjoy reading, to broaden reading
interests, to increase reading comprehension, promote academic excellence, and to promote
coopera ve learning and teamwork among students.
OBOB is run completely by volunteers through the Oregon Associa on of School Libraries (OASL) and
funded par ally through the Library Services and Technology Act, LSTA.
Special Note: If you ordered OBOB books in the Spring and have not picked them up, they are in the Library and can be picked
up on the Wednesday Summer Library Times (see page 7 for dates and mes).
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Chess Wizards
Minimum needed: 10 participants
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School Year Calendar 2019-2020
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